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	This will look like a rhetorical question, but it’s not. I’m still trying to figure out how religious people interpret their environment. Here’s something that has always puzzled me.

You’ve probably seen the studies showing that the smarter you are, and the more you know, the less likely you are religious. The studies are usually expressed in terms of education. High school dropouts are more religious than people who finished graduate school, etc.

We’re talking averages here. Obviously there are plenty of smart, educated religious people. But on the whole, the more you know, the less likely it is that you will buy into a religion. The correlation is quite striking.

This squares with my own observations. When I encounter extra-smart people who are also religious, I tend to ask a lot of questions trying to find out why. What I have discovered is this: Under my special powers of interrogation, the extra-smart religious people almost always admit (privately) that their religion is more of a choice than a perception. In other words, for the extra-smart, the concept of God exists, and that concept benefits their lives, independent of any literal truth. It’s a lot like being an atheist while keeping the benefits of being religious. That’s exactly the sort of extra-smart solution you would expect from extra-smart people.

My puzzlement is over the question of how the true religious people interpret the fact that the smartest and most educated people in the world are, on average, far less religious. These are the explanations I can think of:

1. There is no correlation between intelligence/education and religion. Where do you get you so-called “facts” cartoon boy?

2. Religion comes from the heart, not the head. I missed the biology class that says the heart is just a blood pump.

3. God doesn’t like intelligent/educated people so he wants fewer of them in heaven.

4. I didn’t know about that intelligence/education/religion correlation. But now that I do, I renounce my religion!

5. What's an "average"?

Can the believers among you tell me if I left anything off the list?


